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custodian during nine months of the year, at a small compensa- 
tion, to attend to the same. 

A number of accessions to the cabinets have been received 
this year, from Messrs. R. H. Stretch, E. M. Aaron, S. F. Aaron, 
W. H. Ashmead, J. S. Johnson, and James Behrens. Many of 
these additions are rare, or new to the collections. 

The officers elected for the ensuing year are as follows : — 



Director, . 
Vice-Director, 
Recorder, 
Treasurer, 

Conservator, 



George H. Horn, M. D. 

Rev. Henry C. McCook, D. D. 

J. H. Ridings. 

E. T. Cresson. 

Henry Skinner, M. D. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. H. Ridings, 

Recorder. 



REPORT OF THE BOTANICAL SECTION. 

The Vice-Director of the Botanical Section of the Academy 
respectfully reports that the section continues its steady progress 
as in former years. 1681 species of phanerogamic plants and 
vascular cryptogams were added to the Herbarium last year, of 
which 395 were new to our collection ; 395 species of lichens and 
fungi were also received. A complete count of the species in the 
Herbarium has been made and found to foot up 25,413, of which 
all but about 3075 are named and in place. These are exclusive 
of Fungi and Lichens. The details of the donations will be 
found in the Conservator's report attached. 

The section is wholly free from debt, and has a balance of one 
hundred and seventy-six dollars in its treasury. We have lost 
the services of our late Recorder, Mr. F. L. Scribner, who has 
removed to Washington, to a wider sphere of usefulness. 

Meetings have been held at every stated period during the year, 
and valuable contributions to botanical knowledge have been 
made by Messrs. Meehan, Redfield, Rothrock, Scribner, Brinton, 
Burk, Canby, Hoopes, and A. H. Smith — some of which, fully, or 
in brief, have been published in the Proceedings of the Academy. 
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The officers elected for the coming year are : — 



Director, 
Vice-Director, 
Recorder, 
Treasurer, . 
Gor. Secretary, 
Conservator, 



W. S. W. Ruschenberger, M. D. 
Thomas Meehan. 
Charles Schaeffer, M. D. 
Isaac C. Martindale. 
Isaac C. Martindale. 
John H. Redfield. 

Submitted, 



Thomas Meehan, 

Vice-Director. 

Conservator' 's Report for 1885 Since the last annual report, 

the Conservator has completed the provisional lists of species 
contained in the Herbarium, so far as refer to the phanerogamic 
orders and the vascular cryptogams. These lists are strictly 
provisional and temporary, intended to facilitate ready access to 
the contents of the Herbarium, and in no way to take the place 
of such careful revision as is greatly needed, but which must 
necessarily require much time, and more careful study than can 
now be bestowed. It is greatly to be desired that the same work 
should be continued in the lower cryptogamic orders, and it may 
not be amiss here to suggest to those of our associates in the 
Microscopical Section who are directing their attention to the 
structure of these lower forms of vegetable life, that here is an 
excellent opportunity to utilize in systematic work the technical 
training they have received. 

So far as the lichens are concerned, this work has been accom- 
plished by our fellow member, Dr. J. H. Eckfeldt, who has not 
only catalogued the species of that order contained in the Her- 
barium, but has also contributed largely to supplying deficiencies. 

The enumeration of the phanerogamic species contained in the 
Academy's Herbarium, which was referred to in the last report, 
has been completed, and the result is, . . 24,268 species. 
To this add Ferns, Lycopods, Equisetacese, Mar- 

silise and Isoetese, 1,145 



Total phanerogams and vascular cryptogams, 25,413 
Approximating very closely to the estimate in the last report. 

The attention to the proper mounting of the specimens in the 
Herbarium has been continued, with the efficient aid of Mr. 



428 PROCEEDINGS OF THE ACADEMY OF [1885. 

Burk. A large part of the new accessions have been mounted, 
and the same work has been prosecuted in the North American 
Herbarium, of which now about one-half has received this care, 
so necessary to the permanent preservation of the specimens. 

The donations received during the year amount to 1687 species 
of phanerogams and ferns, and 383 species of lichens and fungi, 
in all 2070 species. Of the former, 395 species are new to our 
Herbarium, while probably a large part of the fungi and lichens 
are also new to us. The total number of species presented is less 
than in some former years, but it will be seen that the proportion 
of new accessions is not materially diminished. Of the 2070 
species received 1366 are North American, 37 South American, 
and 667 are from the old world. 

Among the donations we may specify the valuable contribution 
of exotic plants received from Dr. Asa Gray of the Cambridge 
Herbarium ; a series of 365 species collected by Mr. Meehan in 
Western North America in 1883; and a valuable collection of 388 
species of S. African, Australian and European plants from Mr. 
Wm. M. Can by. 

A complete list of the donations accompanies this report, and 
will appear in its proper place in the list of Additions to the 
Museum. 

John H. Redfield, 

Conservator. 



REPORT OP THE MINERALOGICAL AND GEO- 
LOGICAL SECTION. 

The Director of the Mineralogical and Geological Section of 
the Academy of Natural Science would respectfully report that 
meetings of the Section have been regularly held, but that owing 
to the absence of active members, and other causes, the attend- 
ance has not been as large as in former years. Considerable 
accessions to the cabinet have been made — a number of desirable 
specimens having been purchased with the funds of the Section. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Theo. D. Rand, 

Director. 



